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SEN Improvement Test 
 

Sufficiency of Specialist Places for Children and Young People with Special 
Educational Needs & Disabilities Across our District 
 
This document demonstrates how the proposal to improve our offer of Specialist 
Provision by establishing a new Early Years Enhanced Specialist Provision (EYESP) 
will meet the requirements of the SEN Improvement Test. 
 
Background Information 
 
This proposal is to establish a 10 x 0.6 place Early Years Enhanced Specialist 
Provision (EYESP) at Hirst Wood Nursery School which lies within the Shipley 
Constituency.  
 
Bradford offers a range of educational provision to meet the needs of children and 
young people with Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND). This includes 
provision in both Local Authority Maintained Schools and Academy schools 
including: 
 

 Mainstream Schools   
 Special Schools 
 Resourced Provision led by the school (RP-SL) 
 Resourced Provision led by the Local Authority (RP-LA) 
 Additionally Resourced Centre – (ARC-LA) 
 Early Years Enhanced Specialist Provision (EYESP) led by the Local 

Authority  
 
This proposal will create additional specialist places at Hirst Wood Nursery School, 
increasing provision across the nursery school sector. This will form part of a flexible 
and responsive offer of provision across the district based on the following principles: 
 

 There is an urgent need for more specialist places in Bradford due to the 
increase in the number of children and young people with SEND. 

 All children and young people are to be valued equally, regardless of their 
ability, behaviour, family circumstances, ethnic origin, gender and sexual 
orientation. 

 All children and young people are to be provided with the best learning 
opportunities, environment and experience which maximises their learning. 

 All children and young people are entitled to a broad, balanced and relevant 
curriculum which is differentiated to meet individual needs. 

 The diverse special educational needs and disabilities of children and young 
people requires a range of flexible and varied provision. 

 
The Council has developed a wide range of specialist provision for children and 
young people with a range of special educational needs and disabilities. To enable 
the Council to continue to meet current and future demand, existing specialist 
provisions are being expanded where appropriate and new specialist provisions, 
including Resourced Provisions and EYESPs are being established. 
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Currently the Local Authority maintains five Nursery Schools across the District 
which deliver integrated Early Years Enhanced Specialist Provision (EYESP) for 
children primarily aged 2 - 5 years, but with capacity for some children aged 5+ 
where appropriate with a range of special educational needs and disabilities. These 
specialist places are delivered alongside mainstream Nursery School places. The 
children that access these provisions have an Education, Health and Care Plan or 
are undergoing assessment for an Education, Health and Care Plan. The EYESP’s 
are led by the Local Authority Nursery Schools who receive additional funding from 
the local authority (specifically for the purpose of the provision). This proposal will 
increase the number of provisions to six and increase the geographical spread 
across the district. 
 
 
The SEN Improvement Test 
 
When proposing to make changes to existing SEND Provision, proposers have to 
meet the SEN Improvement Test and be able to demonstrate that the proposed 
arrangements are likely to lead to improvement in the standard, quality and/or range 
of educational provision for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. 
 
The required improvements of the test are as follows: 

 Improved access to education and associated services including the 
curriculum, wider school activities, facilities and equipment with reference to 
the Local Authority’s Accessibility Strategy. 

 Improved access to specialist staff, both education and other professionals, 
including external support and outreach services where applicable. 

 Improved access to suitable accommodation. 
 Improved supply of suitable places. 
 Confirmation from the schools that they are willing to receive additional 

children and young people with a range of Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. 

 Confirmation of specific transport arrangements. 
 Confirmation of how the proposal will be funded and the planning for staffing 

arrangements that will be put in place. 
 

Confirmation of the requirements: 
 
 Improved access to education and associated services including the 

curriculum, wider school activities, facilities and equipment with reference 
to the Local Authority’s Accessibility Strategy. 

 
The Local Authority has a statutory responsibility to keep under review the specialist 
provision it makes for children and young people with SEND. It has been identified 
that there is an urgent need for additional specialist places across all sectors within 
the District. 
 
In order to meet the needs of children and young people with SEND residing within 
the Bradford district, it is sometimes necessary to place them within specialist 
provisions outside of our Local Authority. Investment in local district placements 
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would assist in addressing demand locally for families and decrease the reliance on 
more expensive out of authority placements. 
 
This proposal will ensure further places are developed, in a timely manner, within the 
district. Developing local provision means better access for children and young 
people to be educated within their own communities. 
 
The proposed provision will be established in order to create a specialist learning 
environment and supportive space for nursery aged children who have an Education, 
Health and Care Plan or are undergoing assessment for an Education, Health and 
Care Plan. 
 
The provision will be staffed by fully trained and qualified teaching staff and teaching 
assistants with access to specialist support such as speech and language therapy 
where required. 
 
In most cases increased access to local provision will mean that unreasonably long 
journeys are minimised thus enabling children and young people to reach school 
with reduced stress, strain or difficulty, so that they can benefit from the education 
provided.  
 
This proposal will therefore lead to improved access to education and associated 
services, including the curriculum and wider school activities while providing 
improved facilities and equipment. 
 
 Improved access to specialist staff, both education and other 

professionals, including external support and outreach services where 
applicable. 

 
Within the school or schools provision, the children will enjoy the continued support 
of the full range of training and qualified specialist staff.  They will also have access 
to trained teaching assistants and health and therapy service providers, where 
necessary to meet individual needs. Improved information routes and advice and 
support will be provided by the District Achievement Partnership (DAP), RP-SL 
/SENCO network meetings and schools will enable improved partnership working 
with professionals from other provisions. 
 
The children will be able to access the curriculum according to their needs and 
abilities where they will be taught by qualified teachers and trained support staff.  
The staff will work in close co-operation and collaboration.  Through economies of 
scale, the provision will also enable easier access to a wide range of professionals 
within one provision. 
 
The proposal will therefore ensure that children with a range of special educational 
needs and disabilities will continue to have high-quality support from the full range of 
trained specialist staff.  Their access to fully qualified and experienced teachers, 
teaching assistants and other professionals will be improved.  Their opportunities will 
be further enhanced as the specialist staff will work more closely together, 
supporting each other and having access to targeted services. 
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 Improved access to suitable accommodation. 
 

 
No building or alteration works are required to establish the proposed EYESP. Hirst 
Wood Nursery School was a former Children Centre plus and is therefore already 
well equipped to meet the individual needs of the children. 
 
 Improved supply of suitable places. 
 
Bradford has a strategic commitment to the development of a range of specialist 
provision.  The purpose of this proposal is to move forward on delivering that 
commitment.   
 
Despite the decrease that we have seen in the birth rate both within the Bradford 
district and nationally, the number of children and young people with an EHCP 
continues to rise. Furthermore, the percentage increase for the Bradford District 
between 2017 and 2021 is significantly higher than the increases within Yorkshire 
and the Humber and across England as a whole.   
 
Figures for Bradford at January 21 (taken from DfE Statistical release – the SEN2 
return and Census Data) 
 

 3.4% of all pupils in schools in Bradford were recorded as having an 
Education, Health and Care plan, increasing from 3.0% recorded at January 
2020 and 2.8% recorded at January 2019. 

 A further 12.7 % of all pupils were recorded as SEND Support, representing a 
decrease from 13.2 % at January 2020 and 13.8% at January 2019. 

 The most common type of primary need for pupils in the Bradford District with 
an EHCP is for Communication and Interaction Needs including Autistic 
Spectrum Disorders, with 28.1% of the EHCP population in Bradford in 
October 21.   

 This is closely followed by Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) with 
21.3% for the same period 

 
It is forecast that the number of children and young people with an EHCP will 
continue to rise. Increasing the number of EYESP places across the district will 
assist in meeting this demand. 
 
This proposal will enhance a district wide structure of specialist provision that 
potentially reduces the need for children and young people to travel long distances 
across the city. Providing a distribution of specialist provision will enable children and 
young people to access a differentiated curriculum maximising the opportunities for 
inclusion, maintain a support network and target multi agency support.  
 
 Confirmation from the school that they are willing to receive additional 

children and young people with a range of Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. 

 
Any development of a LA Maintained school will be undertaken in consultation and 
partnership with all interested parties including the Headteacher, Governing Body 
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and staff within the school. 
 
 Confirmation of specific transport arrangements. 
 
The current Local Authority Transport Policy for Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities will apply to all children and young people as it does currently. 
 
 Confirmation of how the proposal will be funded and the planning for 

staffing arrangements put in place. 
 
The proposed new specialist places at Hirst Wood Nursery School will be funded 
from the High Needs Block, which is part of the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG), in 
accordance with the annually agreed Place Plus Model (the local determined funding 
formula for allocating funding to schools in support of children and young people with 
Education Health and Care Plans).   
 
The school will be responsible for the appointment of suitably qualified staff and 
resources. 
 
The children placed in the specialist provision will be on roll of the school. 
 
Glossary 
RP-SL - Resourced Provision school led 
RP-LA -  Resourced Provision local authority led  
ARC-LA - Additionally Resourced Centre local authority led 
EYESP - Early Years Enhanced Specialist Provision


